
30%

35%

40%

45%

50%

55%

60%

65%

70%

75%

D1 D2 D3 D4 D5 D6 D7 D8 D9 D10

%
 v

ot
e 

fo
r R

E
M

A
In

 in
 th

e 
B

re
xi

t 2
01

6 
re

fe
re

nd
um

 
as

 a
 fu

nc
tio

n 
of

 in
co

m
e,

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
de

gr
ee

 a
nd

 w
ea

lth
 d

ec
ile

Figure 15.18. The European cleavage in Britain: 
the Brexit referendum in 2016 

Remain (income)
Remain (education)
Remain (wealth)

Interpretation. In the 2016 referendum over Brexit (victory of Leave with 52%), one observes a very strong social cleavage of the 
vote: the top decoles of income, education and wealth vote strongly for Remain, while bottom deciles vote for Leave. 
Note: D1 refers to the bottom 10% (either for income, education or wealth), D2 for the next 10%, etc., and D10 for the top 10%.  
Sources and series: see piketty.pse.ens.fr/ideology.de l'auteur à partir des enquêtes post-électorales 1956-2017 (élections présidentielles et 

                  


