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Figure 0.5. The elephant curve of global inequality 1980-2018

Interpretation. The bottom 50% incomes of the world saw substantial growth in purchasing power between 1980 and 2018 (between +60% 
and +120%). the top 1% incomes saw even stronger growth (between +80% and +240%). Intermediate categories grew less. In sum, 
inequalitiy decreased between the bottom and the middle of the global income distribution, and increased between the middle and the top.  
Sources and series: see piketty.pse.ens.fr/ideology.et 
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