
Number of 
billionaires in 

dollars

Total wealth in 
billion of dollars
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1/(20 million) 

highest wealth 
holders in global 

private wealth

Share of the top 
1/(100 million) 
highest wealth 

holders in global 
private wealth

1987 140 295 0.4% 4.9 0.3% 0.1%
1988 191 338 0.4% 6.5 0.4% 0.2%
1989 220 460 0.5% 7.4 0.5% 0.2%
1990 265 570 0.6% 8.7 0.5% 0.2%
1991 260 592 0.6% 8.3 0.5% 0.2%
1992 275 601 0.6% 8.6 0.5% 0.2%
1993 192 399 0.4% 5.9 0.4% 0.1%
1994 342 765 0.7% 10.3 0.5% 0.2%
1995 366 885 0.7% 10.8 0.5% 0.2%
1996 422 1 049 0.8% 12.2 0.5% 0.2%
1997 323 1 205 0.9% 9.2 0.7% 0.3%
1998 308 1 289 0.9% 8.6 0.7% 0.4%
1999 336 1 351 0.9% 9.2 0.7% 0.3%
2000 360 1 473 0.9% 9.7 0.7% 0.3%
2001 538 1 729 1.0% 14.3 0.7% 0.3%
2002 497 1 544 0.8% 12.9 0.6% 0.3%
2003 476 1 403 0.7% 12.2 0.5% 0.3%
2004 587 1 917 0.9% 14.7 0.6% 0.3%
2005 691 2 236 0.9% 17.0 0.6% 0.3%
2006 793 2 646 1.0% 19.2 0.6% 0.3%
2007 946 3 452 1.2% 22.5 0.7% 0.3%
2008 1 125 4 381 1.4% 26.2 0.8% 0.4%
2009 793 2 415 0.9% 18.2 0.5% 0.2%
2010 1 011 3 568 1.2% 22.8 0.7% 0.3%
2011 1 206 4 500 1.4% 26.7 0.8% 0.4%
2012 1 226 4 600 1.4% 26.7 0.8% 0.4%
2013 1 426 5 400 1.5% 30.5 0.9% 0.4%

Table S12.3. The growth of the top global wealth according to Forbes, 1987-2013                                                                                                         
(series used for figures 12.1-12.3)


