
25% 

30% 

35% 

40% 

45% 

50% 

1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 

S
ha

re
 o

f t
op

 d
ec

ile
 in

 n
at

io
na

l i
nc

om
e 

The top decile income share rose from less than 35% of total income in the 1970s to almost 50% in the 2000s-2010s.  
Sources and series: see piketty.pse.ens.fr/capital21c.  

Figure 8.5. Income inequality in the United States, 1910-2010  
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