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A History of Political Conflict: 
Elections and Social Inequalities in France,

1789-2022

(Le Seuil, 2023)
(forthcoming, Harvard U Press, 2025)



Who votes for whom, and why?
• Exhaustive digitization of electoral and socio-economic data spanning more than

two centuries for all 36,000 French municipalities.

• Electoral data:
• All legislative elections from 1848 to 2022.
• All presidential elections from 1848 to 2022. 
• Referendums of 1793, 1795, 1946, 1992 & 2005.

• Socio-economic data:
• Size of municipality and conurbation.
• Industry, profession, education, etc.
• Level of ownership, property values, average income, etc.

• Comparison of the structure of electorates over the long run.

• Key finding: multidimensionality of inequality (income, wealth, education, gender, 
ethnicity, urban/rural, etc.) makes it difficult to build redistributive coalitions… 
but not imposssible
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