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The Rise of Extreme Inequality in India: Top 1% Shares



Long-Run Income Inequality in India, 1951-2022



Top Income Shares in Global Perspective, 2022-2023



Tax Justice Proposals for India



Tax Revenues as a percentage of 
key public expenditures, 2022-2023 



Key question: the political economy of redistribution

What do we know about the interaction between political cleavages and 
socioeconomic inequality and its evolution over time?

On-going research program using post-electoral surveys: 
See  World Political Clevages and Inequality Database, WPID.world
See also Brahmin Left vs Merchant Right: Changing Political Cleavages in 21 
Western Electoral Democracies, 1948-2020 (with A. Gethin, C. Martinez-
Toledano, QJE 2022)
→ this research program offers interesting comparative pespectives on the 
changing effects of income, wealth, education, gender, etc., on political attitudes, 
but unfortunately with a limited time span (post-WW2) and limited sample sizes

http://wpid.world/
http://piketty.pse.ens.fr/files/GMP2022QJE.pdf
http://piketty.pse.ens.fr/files/GMP2022QJE.pdf




























• Unfortunately, these post-electoral surveys have limited sample size. In 
addition, there exists no survey at all before the 1940s-1950s               
• In order to study longer time periods, and also in order to provide more 

detailed decompositions of socioeconomic cleavages vs territorial cleavages, 
one needs to use other data sources: local-level election results matched with 
local-level census & fiscal data

•  In order to illustrate this point, I will present some results from « A History of 
Political Conflict – Elections and Social Inequalities in France 1789-2022 » 
(Seuil 2023, forthcoming Harvard University Press 2024)



A History of Political Conflict: 
Elections and Social Inequalities in France,

1789-2022

(Le Seuil, 2023)
(forthcoming, Harvard U Press, 2025)



Who votes for whom, and why?
• Exhaustive digitization of electoral and socio-economic data spanning more than

two centuries for all 36,000 French municipalities.

• Electoral data:
• All legislative elections from 1848 to 2022.
• All presidential elections from 1848 to 2022. 
• Referendums of 1793, 1795, 1946, 1992 & 2005.

• Socio-economic data:
• Size of municipality and conurbation.
• Industry, profession, education, etc.
• Level of ownership, property values, average income, etc.

• Comparison of the structure of electorates over the long run.

• Key finding: multidimensionality of inequality (income, wealth, education, gender, 
ethnicity, urban/rural, etc.) makes it difficult to build redistributive coalitions… 
but not imposssible


















