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• 1. Sustainable development in 21c will require a drastic
compression in inequality. Lower and middle classes in 
the North & the South will never accept to change their
lifestyles if we do not implement a massive reduction of 
top-end living standards and wealth concentration.

• 2. Sustainable development in 19c-20c did already rely
on a drastic compression in inequality. The long-run 
movement toward more political and socioeconomic
equality played a central role in the rise of modern 
economic prosperity and political stability.



• 3. There is a lot to learn from the past trajectories
toward more equality. 

• Crisis and wars can play a role, but such shocks are not 
necessary nor sufficient

• The key force behind the rise of equality in 19c-20c was 
the rise of  the labor movement and the successful 
political mobilization around the social-democratic 
platform (rise of social state, democratisation of 
education, progressive taxation)

• What we need is a new social-democratic platform: 
democratic socialism for the 21c, with a more global 
perspective than 20c social-democracy































Contents of « A Brief History of Equality »
• Chapter 1. The Movement toward Equality: The First Milestones
• Chapter 2. The Slow Deconcentration of Power and Property
• Chapter 3. The Heritage of Slavery and Colonialism
• Chapter 4. The Question of Reparations
• Chapter 5. Revolution, Status, and Class
• Chapter 6. The “Great Redistribution”: 1914–1980
• Chapter 7. Democracy, Socialism, and Progressive Taxation
• Chapter 8. Real Equality against Discrimination
• Chapter 9. Exiting Neocolonialism
• Chap. 10. Toward a Democratic, Ecological & Multicultural Socialism





































• Pomeranz The Great Divergence 2000: global economic
integration, slavery & colonial domination played a central 
role in the rise of Europe and the industrial revolution.  
In 1860, 75% of cotton used in European textile came from 
US South slavery plantations

• Key role of « ecological constraint ». Very fast deforestation 
1500-1800. Globalization & colonialism allowed to relax the 
constraint.                                                                                           
In 1830s, total British imports = 10 millions ha land, i.e. the 
equivalent of 1.5-2 additional Britain in arable land.                                              
Ecological accounting more suitable than monetary 
accounting for the study of long run development: relative 
price fallacy
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