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The rise of the social State in Europe, 1870-2020 

Other social spending
Social transfers (family, unemployment, etc.)
Health (health insurance, hospitals, etc.)
Retirement and disability pensions
Education (primary, secondary, tertiary)
Army, police, justice, administration, etc.

6% 

10%

11%

Interpretation. In 2020, fiscal revenues represented 47% of national income on average in Western Europe et were used as follows: 10% of 
national income for regalian expenditure (army, police, justice, general administration, basic infrastructure: roads, etc.); 6% for education; 11% for 
pensions; 9% for health; 5% for social transfers (other than pensions); 6% for other social spending (housing, etc.). Before 1914, regalian 
expenditure absorbed almost all fiscal revenues. 
Note. The evolution depicted here is the average of Germany, France, Britain and Sweden.  Sources and séries: see piketty.pse.ens.fr/equality (figure 19)
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