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Positive Discrimination in India, 1950-2020
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Interpretation. The results reported here were obtained from the decennial censuses 1951-2011 and NSS surveys 1983-2018. Quotas for 
accessing universities and public sector jobs were enacted for "scheduled castes" (SC) and "scheduled tribes" (ST) (ancient discriminated 
groups of untouchables and aborigenal tribes) in 1950, before being gradually extended beginning in 1980-1990 to "other backward classes" 
(OBC) (ancient shudras), following the Mandal commission in 1979-1980. OBCs are registered in NSS surveys since 1999 only, so the 
estimates reported here for 1981 and 1991 (35% of population) are approximate. Sources and series: see piketty.pse.ens.fr/equality (figure 34)et 


