
A Brief History of Equality

Thomas Piketty
Danish Institute for Advanced Study, September 15 2021







1. The (very) successful rise of equality, the social state and 
progressive taxation over the 19c-20c

2. Toward participatory socialism: permanent circulation of power 
and property via progressive taxation and workers rights
Colonial capitalism 1910 
→ Social-democratic capitalism 1980 
→ Democratic socialism 2050

3. Forces of change: global warming and environmental damage.. 
or competition with China’s state socialism: the perfect digital 
dictatorship? Battle of capitalisms or war of socialisms?
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