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T H O M A S  P I K E T T Y —whose Capital in the 

Twenty-First Century pushed inequality to the Twenty-First Century pushed inequality to the Twenty-First Century

forefront of public debate—wrote The Economics 

of Inequality as an introduction to the conceptual of Inequality as an introduction to the conceptual of Inequality

and factual background necessary for interpreting 

changes in economic inequality over time. This 

concise text has established itself as an indis-

pensable guide for students and general readers 

in France, where it has been regularly updated 

and revised. Translated by Arthur Goldhammer, 

The Economics of Inequality now appears in En-The Economics of Inequality now appears in En-The Economics of Inequality

glish for the fi rst time.

Piketty begins by explaining how inequal-

ity evolves and how economists measure it. In 

subsequent chapters, he explores variances in 

income and ownership of capital and the vari-

ety of policies used to reduce these gaps. Along 

the way, with characteristic clarity and precision, 

he introduces key ideas about the relationship 

between labor and capital, the effects of differ-

ent systems of taxation, the distinction between 

“historical” and “political” time, the impact of ed-

ucation and technological change, the nature of 

capital markets, the role of unions, and apparent 

tensions between the pursuit of effi ciency and 

the pursuit of fairness.

Succinct, accessible, and authoritative, this is 

the ideal place to start for those who want to un-

derstand the fundamental issues at the heart of 

one the most pressing concerns in contemporary 

economics and politics.

T H O M A S  P I K E T T Y  is Professor at the Paris 

School of Economics and author of the bestselling 

Capital in the Twenty-First Century.
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“ Piketty’s The Economics of Inequality is an excellent book and 

a great companion to Capital. This book is a remarkable mix of 

extensive data, attention to theory, and concern for policy.”

 —A X E L  G O S S E R I E S , Fonds de la Recherche 

 Scientifi queand University of Louvain (UCL)


